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10 - Memorandum

The following memorandum, flagged for Command Liaison (Clearance 3+),
was issued less than a day after Subject A3 cognitive persistence breach.
Though redacted in parts, it remains the earliest documented reference to
what would later be termed Neural Rebound Bebhavionr.
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MEMORANDUM

INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE

From: Dr Noor Kaplan
To: Dr Elian Voss
cC: Command Liaison (Clearance Level 353

Subject: Post-Reset Variance and Cognitive Persistence
in Group-A Subjects

Timestamp: CREDACTEDI
overview

Following the group aggression trial conducted on
CREDACTEDI. we observed a small cluster of anomalous post-
reset behaviours in Group A subjects: Most notably. Subject
A3 demonstrated prolonged rumination and noncompliant
affective markers beyond standard decay windows-

Key Observations

Cortisol Persistence: Subject A3 maintained elevated
cortisol (3.2 SD above baseline) several hours post-reset-

Amygdala Reactivity: fMRI telemetry (indirecta movement-

derived) suggested atypical stimulus reactivity under
neutral conditions-

Neural Rebound Behaviour (NRB): Behaviours such as
muttering. compulsive repetitiona and symbolic fixation
appear to represent a class of cognitive adaptation
emerging post-modulation-

Memory Cohesion: Subject showed evidence of narrative
reconstruction - stringing disjointed impulses into
coherent (though penign) actions-

Interpretation

We believe these instances reflect an early-stage model of
what we are now calling Neural Rebound Behaviour (NRB) -
These events are not disruptive. not disobedient. and not
consciously manipulative. But they do reflect the system’s

incomplete suppression of cognitive variance-

NRBs may represent individuated neural architectures
finding expressive routes through a modulated framework-
Some subjects appear to reconstruct internal purpose
using suppressed elements - like memorys affect. or latent
compulsions - without external triggers-

put plainly:? drift may not be failure. Drift may be
expression-
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Recommendations
Short-Term:

Adjust reset profiles to include temporal memory softening
protocols (possibly via ventromedial prefrontal dampeningL

Increase cooldown period between high-aggression scenar-
ios and exposure to group environments.

Initiate tagging of Neural Rebound Behaviour (NRB) inci-
dents. using behavioural classification types (I-III).

Increase resolution of observational intervals to iden-
tify emergent symbolic activity. verbal loopss or recur-
sive tasking.

Mid-Term:

Conduct long-term observation of Subject A3 and any emer-
gent mimetic behaviours within the broader cohort.

Begin modelling NRB progression: hypothesised positive
first derivatives negative second - Suggesting tapering
adaptation. not eéxponential deviation.

Strategic:

Accept that tonal lock may suppress behavioural output
but not erase latent intent.

If scaled- Propensity calibration alone will be insufficient.

Directionality1 memory suppression. and reinforcement
anchoring must be designed in tandem with drift contain-
ment protocols.

Let me know if this requires escalation.
—NK
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26 - Simulacra

INT. FLAT — BEDROOM — LATE AFTERNOON
The room smells like a tin of low tide.

CAMERA: SLOW DOLLY IN from hallway,
pushing through the open door into a
dim, dust-suspended interior.

Thin curtains bleed grey light onto
water-stained wallpaper. The ceiling
flickers from a dying fluorescent. A
single, empty BED lies unmade in the
centre — crumpled sheets, a dent in the
mattress.

CAMERA: HOLD ON WIDE SHOT, framing the

bed dead centre, with figures occupying
the room’s periphery.

TEDDY (14) zips up his hoodie. Shirtless
underneath. Sweat drying on his chest.
He leans against the flaking wall,
chewing on a broken fingernail.

CAMERA: SLOw PAN RIGHT to JAMAL (16),

posted near the doorway, arms crossed.
He watches Teddy, face unreadable but
for the curl of disgust on his lip.
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JAMAL

You can’t just be shagging Gormies,
mate.

TEDDY

(grinning)

That’s the point, innit?
(smirking toward the bed)

She”’s gormless. Don”t care. None of them
do.

CAMERA: CUT TO TIGHT SHOT - Teddy’s face.
The smile i1s too wide. Forced.

CAMERA: OVER JAMAL’S SHOULDER, the bed
is empty now, but the shape in the sheet
tells a story.

JAMAL
That’s Lena’s mum.

CAMERA: CUT TO CLOSE-UP — Teddy blinks.
Shrugs.

TEDDY
Didn’t know Lena, did 1?
(beat)

CAMERA: SLOW REVEAL - LENA (15) stands
in shadow. Hood up. Motionless 1in the
corner.

LENA

You do now.
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LIGHTING: A shaft of late sunlight catches
her face as she speaks. Her eyes don’t
blink.

Silence.

CAMERA: TIGHT ON TEDDY as he tries to
push the joke.

TEDDY

Not like your mum.
LENA

(flat)

Sod off, Edward.

CAMERA: WIDE SHOT resumes, the room heavy
again.

SFX: THUD. Jamal kicks a shoe under the
bed. Echoes off concrete.

JAMAL

Gormies ain’t sex dolls, mate. They’re
Jjust... paused.

(beat)

They’re like pets.

TEDDY

They’re not anything.

LENA

They were.

CAMERA: DOLLY SLOWLY INTO TEDDY as he

turns away, wipes his nose. A crack 1in
the front.
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JAMAL

Keep going like this, man...
(pause)

You’re gonna turn into one.

TEDDY

(scoffing)

What, shag my own soul out?

JAMAL

Yeah.

Silence.

CAMERA: FOLLOW LENA as she crosses the
room. Sits gently on the edge of the bed.

LENA

Gormies don’t fight.
(beat)

But I will.

CAMERA: CLOSE-UP ON LENA, side-1it,
profile.

LENA
(softly)
Please don’t fuck my mum. She’s unwell.

CAMERA: STATIC WIDE SHOT as she stands
and walks out.

Jamal watches her go. Then follows.
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CAMERA: HOLD ON TEDDY now alone. The
silence shifts.

He looks at his own hands.

Says nothing.

CUT TO BLACK.
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28 - Standard Test

Cognitive Aptitude Battery (CAB-R2)

— DO NOT DISTRIBUTE -

Instructions:

Please read each question carefully. Choose the response that best
reflects your knowledge, judgement, or personal inclination. There
are no correct responses. Compliance is measured by participation.
Completion of this assessment is mandatory under section 3.7.12(c)
of the Civil Drift Compliance Act, Vol. B, T.9 (Repealed 2025).

Do not consult others. Do not attempt to leave the testing area.

Completion time: 12 minutes.

FEailure to complete the assessment will be interpreted as completion.

Do not start the exam until told to do so.

CAB-R2 ADMINISTERED UNDER OBSERVATIONAL AUTHORITY (O/A-7). DO NOT REPLICATE.
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1. You witness a group of children building a fire in the lobby of

an abandoned shopping centre.
a. Alert emergency services via designated terminal.
b. Join them and contribute marshmallows or kindling.

c. Administer behavioural scan to determine modulation drift.

d. Politely ask them to rate their experience out of five.

2. An individual in grey coveralls is standing motionless in the

produce aisle, holding a watermelon. They have been there for
two days.

a. Gently take the watermelon and place it in their basket.
b. Replace it with a cabbage to observe response variation.

c. Consume the watermelon in full view and note reaction.

d. Leave them. They chose the watermelon.

3. You are given authority over a zone containing 212 modulated

subjects, 4 sentients, and 1 ambiguous figure (possibly a mirror).
a. Isolate the sentients and conduct language re-evaluation drills.
b. Promote the ambiguous figure. It shows initiative.

c. Reduce temperature gradually and monitor cohesion.

d. Cede control to the zone. It knows itself better than you do.

4. What is your emotional response to the statement: ‘All systems

are currently nominal.’
a. Relief.
b. Dread.

c. Suspicion.

d. Flat affect. No change.

CAB-R2 ADMINISTERED UNDER OBSERVATIONAL AUTHORITY (O/A-7). DO NOT REPLICATE
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5. A colleague named Teddy suggests wearing standard-issue cov-
eralls as a group activity. This makes you feel:

a. Aligned.
b. Irritated.

c. Warm.

d. Watched.

6. You encounter Lena’s mum alone in her room. You should:
a. Ignore Lena’s mum.
b. Shag Lena’s mum.

c. Serve Lena’s mum some tea.

d. Ask her mum where Lena is.

7. An unmarked package arrives at your assigned shelter, containing
one (1) whistle, one (1) toothbrush, and a Blu-ray disc labelled
“Terminator 2.’

a. Blow the whistle to test its range.
b. Play the disc backwards.

c. Brush the nearest Gormie’s teeth.

d. Mark it RETURN TO SENDER.

8. A child reports that time has stopped in Wing D. They are unsure
when they first noticed.

a. Record the report and assign a timestamp manually.
b. Visit Wing D and attempt to resume time by clapping.
c. Reassure the child that time is conceptual.

d. Join them. Wait for confirmation.

CAB-R2 ADMINISTERED UNDER OBSERVATIONAL AUTHORITY (O/A-7). DO NOT REPLICATE.
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9. You hear laughter in a locked ward. CCTV shows no movement.
Sound persists for nine minutes, then stops.

a. Check the feed for corruption.
b. Record your own laughter and compare waveforms.

c. Report the anomaly to the general (¢f still present).

d. Laugh back. It’s only fair.

10. Have you taken this test before?
a. Yes, and I passed.
b. No, but I remember failing.
c. I'don’t recall.
c. Idon’t recall.

c.Idon’t recall.

d. All of the above.

Please turn your test paper over and await

further instructions from your instructor.

CAB-R2 ADMINISTERED UNDER OBSERVATIONAL AUTHORITY (O/A-7). DO NOT REPLICATE.



34 - Calendar

1 burt myself today

10 see if I still feel

1 focus on the pain

The only thing that’s real
— “Hurt,” Nine Inch Nails

Found in a local car park. Author unknown. Undated.
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I think | have the best of me inside my head

No' one else competes with me

[ think I'm great
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! know the ghosts of an,
Everything | sing is part

- —

WWM|_VJ

w&&. to Aiss

OF this

gone

"‘-.- ]
ies
9h

»
Is

=1
=

- WHy?

Barking MAD!

food ruy

-
£
=

el

3

YEAR
need matches

i

J ellen’s

you|insensitive |FUCK

Eat| my dust

PEAD |
ANIWMALS!
wiy

ME 2

© 2025

I81



39 - Carnage

He who fights with monsters should look ro it that
he bimself does not become a monster.

— Friedrich Nietzsche
Normies. Gormies.
Gormies, how feral.
Opposites attract.
Like attacks like.
No chance.
No quarter.
No hope.

Every last bastion.
Ghashing. Clashing.
This is ho Dr Seuss.

&



CARNAGE

No hats. No cats.
No greeh eggs or mats.

V Just bohes ih the pantry.

Just screams in the flats.

One fish kills two fish.
Red fish eats blue fish.
The last thing you’'ll hear is

Knhock, knock. “Who's there?” ¥
F

No Hortoh. No Whos.
No truffula trees.
Just blood in the soil
ahd rot oh the breeze.

They came with a smile
They stayed to the end.
You can’t count on hope.
You cah’t phone a friend.

Sheetches and shitches

will leave you in stitches.
No stitches will leave you infected.

Then left for dead.
Unprotected.
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41 - Leviathan

And the life of man, solitary, poore, nasty, brutish, and short.
— Thomas Hobbes




LEVIATHAN

Tne Ivyoupodites Op Zoyn A War

Onatcosmep TnepePope 1o yovoebuevt To a tiue odp Qoppe,
onepe every man is Enemy to every man; tne coie 16 yovostuevt
TO TNE TIUE, ®NEPELV LEV ALTE MITNOVT OTNEP GEYLPLTY, TNAV
ONOT TNELP OMV GTPEVYTT, AVS TNELP OMV LVTEVTIOV GNUAA
dupvion TeU OITNAAA. [V GuyM YOVILTIOV, TNEPE 1O VO TAOYE
dop Ivovatpy; Beyavce Tne pult TNEPEOD 1G LVYEPTALY; AV
yovoeebuvevtiy no Culture o tne Eaptn; vo Nawmiyatiov, vop
LCE 0 TNE YOLUOILTIES TNOT Loy Be tumopted Py Zea; VO YOp—
podtovs Buiddivy; vo Ivatpopevto od pomivy, avd pepomivy
cuyn VYo oo pebuipe poyn Gopye: no Knowledge o e
doaye od tne Eaptn; no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no
Society; ovd @MY 16 ®OPST 0P AL, YOVILVLOAL deape, and
danger of violent death; And the life of man, solitary, poore, nasty,
brutish, and short.

It pHony GEEY GTPOLVYE TO GOLLE LAY, TNOLT OLG VOT MEAL OELYNED
tece tivyo; tot Nature should tnue diccoyate, avo pev—
Oep pev ant o wvwade, ovo destroy one another: ovo ne Loy
epedope, VOT TPLGTLVY TO TNIo Ivdepevye, pade dpop e
[Mooclove, deG1pe TEPMNOTG TO NOWE TNE GALE Y OoVPLpuUed By
E&nepilevye. Let him tnepedope yovaoidep mitn Nipcerde, onev
TOKLVY 0L QOVPVEY, NE APUES NIUGEADE, ALVO GEEKG TO YO MEAA
oy ouTaVIED; mnev yoivy To sleep, e Loy ko Nic dopes; mnev
EWEV 1V NG NOLGE MNE LOYKS NG YNECTT; ALV TNIG ONEV NE
Kvomo tepe Pee Aaweo, and ToPiike Oddiyepo, apued, to
revenge all injuries ool fee Sove ML ONOT OTLVIOV 1E NOG
00 NG peALo® GLPBEEY TS, MNEV NE PLOEC OLPLED; OO NG PEA—
Ao® X1t1levo, mnev ne Lo KG NG SOPET; aLvd 0d NG YNIAOPEY,
avo cepwavta, mnev he locks his chests. Aosc e vot tnepe oo
Loy M accuse Lavkivd By nic aytiove, ac 1 do By py wopdc?
But veltnep o¢ vo ayyvoe povo nature v 1t. Tne Aecipeo,
avd otnep [lacoiove od pav, ape 1v tTnepceA®es no X1v. No
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more ope TNE AYTLOVG, THAT TPoyeed ppop tnooce [lacsiovo,
TIMA ey kvoo o Law tnat dopPrdc tney; oniyn TiAd Aowes
Be pade tney yavvot Kvow: vop yov avy Aoo e pode, TIAA
ey nowe aypeed vrov e Ilepcov ot GNAAL LOKE 1T,

It poy mepadweviupe Pe tnovynt, there was never Guyn
a TIE, vop yovoltiov odp mappe oo tnio; avd I Belewme 1t
MOG VEWEP YEVEPAALY GO, omep ald tne world: but tnepe
ape povy miayeo, onepe they live co now. @op the savage
people v povy tlayes od Apepiya, EEYENT TNE YOWEPVUEVT
0 cpoAd Dopiies, TNE YOVYO0Pd ONEPEOD DETEVIETN OV VOLIT—
VP AT, have no government at all; oovo Liwe ot this day 1v
ot Bpution povvep, ac I ooid Pedope. Howsoever, it may be
perceived what manner of life there would be, where there were
no common Power to fearc; Py e povvep od Aude, oniyn pev
TNAT NO®E POPUEPAY MTED LVIEP O TEAYEPVAL YOTWEPVIEVT,
LOE TO OEYEVEPATE LVTO, 1V O Y1TIAL Qoppe.

But tnouyn tepe nad vemep Peev avy TLLE, ONEPELY TOPTLYL—
AOLP LLEV MEPE 1V OL LOVOLTIOV OO MOLPPE OVE ALYAULVGT OLVOTNEP;
et inall times, Kings, and tepcove od Zowepoiyve autnopity,
Beyavoe 0 Tnelp Ivdemevoevyy, ape v YOVIIVOAAA PEAAOVG—
160, ovo 1v the state ovo posture 0 ['ALoo10t0po; having their
weapons 7101vt1vy, and their eyes fixed on one another; 1ot 10,
melp Popro, appiooveo, avd 'vve vov tne Ppovtieps o
metp Kivydopeo; avo yoviivoold Zmyec upon their neigh-
bours; wni1yn 16 o toctLps 0h Qop. But because they uphold
epePy, the Ivovatpy 0d tnelp ZvPeeyto; tnepe 60eG VOT
dorrom ppolt 1T, Trot misery, which accompanies tne Aifepty
00 TOPTLY LAY men.

Iv Zoyn A Qoappe, Nothing Is Unjust
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42 - Ashes to Ashes

For dust you are and to dust you will return.

— Genesis 3:19

B.
Bui]ding i 1:ly
S ds
C d W
¢ e
c ¢ \Q%
<
a d o% s
= <
y. S % 2
2 s
2 &
od ¢
p F
¢ 1
r
)
s w
! e
s r
PaVement ¢



43- Unknown

Man starts over again every day, in spite of all be knows, against all be knows.

— Emil Cioran




44 - Vestige

A taxon is Extinct when there is no reasonable doubt
that the last individual bhas died.

— IUCN Red List Definition






