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10 · Memorandum

The following memorandum, flagged for Command Liaison (Clearance 3+), 
was issued less than a day after Subject A3’s cognitive persistence breach. 
Though redacted in parts, it remains the earliest documented reference to 
what would later be termed Neural Rebound Behaviour.
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INTERNAL CORRESPONDE
NCE

From: Dr Noor Kaplan

To: Dr Elian Voss

CC: Command Liaison 
(Clearance Level 3+)

Subject: Post-Reset Variance and Cognitive Persistence 

in Group-A Subjects

Timestamp: [REDACTED
]

Overview

Following the group aggression trial conducted on 

[REDACTED], we observed a small cluster of anomalous post-

reset behaviours in Group A subjects. Most notably, Subject 

A3 demonstrated prolonged rumination and noncompliant 

affective markers be
yond standard decay 

windows.

Key Observations

Cortisol Persistence: Subject A3 maintained elevated 

cortisol (3.2 SD above baseline) several hours post-reset.

Amygdala Reactivity: fMRI telemetry (indirect, movement-

derived) suggested atypical stimulus reactivity under 

neutral conditions.

Neural Rebound Behaviour (NRB): Behaviours such as 

muttering, compulsive repetition, and symbolic fixation 

appear to represent a class of cognitive adaptation 

emerging post-modula
tion.

Memory Cohesion: Subject showed evidence of narrative 

reconstruction – stringing disjointed impulses into 

coherent (though ben
ign) actions.

Interpretation

We believe these instances reflect an early-stage model of 

what we are now calling Neural Rebound Behaviour (NRB). 

These events are not disruptive, not disobedient, and not 

consciously manipulative. But they do reflect the system’s 

incomplete suppressi
on of cognitive vari

ance.

NRBs may represent individuated neural architectures 

finding expressive routes through a modulated framework. 

Some subjects appear to reconstruct internal purpose 

using suppressed elements – like memory, affect, or latent 

compulsions – withou
t external triggers.

Put plainly: drift may not be failure. Drift may be 

expression.
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Recommendations
Short-Term:

Adjust reset profiles to include temporal memory softening protocols (possibly via ventromedial prefrontal dampening).Increase cooldown period between high-aggression scenar-ios and exposure to group environments.
Initiate tagging of Neural Rebound Behaviour (NRB) inci-dents, using behavioural classification types (I–III).Increase resolution of observational intervals to iden-tify emergent symbolic activity, verbal loops, or recur-sive tasking.

Mid-Term:

Conduct long-term observation of Subject A3 and any emer-gent mimetic behaviours within the broader cohort.Introduce dream-state monitoring. Sleep-phase processing may accelerate narrative recombination or cognitive drift.Begin modelling NRB progression: hypothesised positive first derivative, negative second – suggesting tapering adaptation, not exponential deviation.
Strategic:

Accept that tonal lock may suppress behavioural output but not erase latent intent.
If scaled, propensity calibration alone will be insufficient.Directionality, memory suppression, and reinforcement anchoring must be designed in tandem with drift contain-ment protocols.

Prepare threshold modelling for at what point NRB ceases to be benign.

Let me know if this requires escalation.
—NK



26 · Simulacra

INT. FLAT – BEDROOM – LATE AFTERNOON

The room smells like a tin of low tide.

CAMERA: SLOW DOLLY IN from hallway, 
pushing through the open door into a 
dim, dust-suspended interior.

Thin curtains bleed grey light onto 
water-stained wallpaper. The ceiling 
flickers from a dying fluorescent. A 
single, empty BED lies unmade in the 
centre – crumpled sheets, a dent in the 
mattress.

CAMERA: HOLD ON WIDE SHOT, framing the 
bed dead centre, with figures occupying 
the room’s periphery.

TEDDY (14) zips up his hoodie. Shirtless 
underneath. Sweat drying on his chest. 
He leans against the flaking wall, 
chewing on a broken fingernail.

CAMERA: SLOW PAN RIGHT to JAMAL (16), 
posted near the doorway, arms crossed. 
He watches Teddy, face unreadable but 
for the curl of disgust on his lip.
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JAMAL

You can’t just be shagging Gormies, 
mate.

TEDDY

(grinning)

That’s the point, innit?

(smirking toward the bed)

She’s gormless. Don’t care. None of them 
do.

CAMERA: CUT TO TIGHT SHOT – Teddy’s face. 
The smile is too wide. Forced.

CAMERA: OVER JAMAL’S SHOULDER, the bed 
is empty now, but the shape in the sheet 
tells a story.

JAMAL

That’s Lena’s mum.

CAMERA: CUT TO CLOSE-UP – Teddy blinks. 
Shrugs.

TEDDY

Didn’t know Lena, did I?

(beat)

CAMERA: SLOW REVEAL – LENA (15) stands 
in shadow. Hood up. Motionless in the 
corner.

LENA

You do now.
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LIGHTING: A shaft of late sunlight catches 
her face as she speaks. Her eyes don’t 
blink.

Silence.

CAMERA: TIGHT ON TEDDY as he tries to 
push the joke.

TEDDY

Not like your mum.

LENA

(flat)

Sod off, Edward.

CAMERA: WIDE SHOT resumes, the room heavy 
again.

SFX: THUD. Jamal kicks a shoe under the 
bed. Echoes off concrete.

JAMAL

Gormies ain’t sex dolls, mate. They’re 
just... paused.

(beat)

They’re like pets.

TEDDY

They’re not anything.

LENA

They were.

CAMERA: DOLLY SLOWLY INTO TEDDY as he 
turns away, wipes his nose. A crack in 
the front.



^iӻԡӵҺӈrҺ

ोौ॒

JAMAL

Keep going like this, man...

(pause)

You’re gonna turn into one.

TEDDY

(scoffing)

What, shag my own soul out?

JAMAL

Yeah.

Silence.

CAMERA: FOLLOW LENA as she crosses the 
room. Sits gently on the edge of the bed.

LENA

Gormies don’t fight.

(beat)

But I will.

CAMERA: CLOSE-UP ON LENA, side-lit, 
profile.

LENA

(softly)

Please don’t fuck my mum. She’s unwell.

CAMERA: STATIC WIDE SHOT as she stands 
and walks out.

Jamal watches her go. Then follows.
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CAMERA: HOLD ON TEDDY now alone. The 
silence shifts.

He looks at his own hands.

Says nothing.

CUT TO BLACK.



28 · Standard Test

Cognitive Aptitude Battery (CAB-R2)

– DO NOT DISTRIBUTE –

Instructions:

Please read each question carefully. Choose the response that best 
ȖǓМǓǉȠș�ΡȅȣȖ�ǷǿȅΛǹǓǏǠǓॹ�ǴȣǏǠǓǾǓǿȠॹ�ȅȖ�ȒǓȖșȅǿƺǹ�ǩǿǉǹǩǿƺȠǩȅǿঀ�eǦǓȖǓ�
are no correct responses. Compliance is measured by participation. 
�ȅǾȒǹǓȠǩȅǿ�ȅǟ�ȠǦǩș�ƺșșǓșșǾǓǿȠ�ǩș�ǾƺǿǏƺȠȅȖΡ�ȣǿǏǓȖ�șǓǉȠǩȅǿࢴ�ঀࢸঀࢳࢲশǉষ�
ȅǟ�ȠǦǓ��ǩΚǩǹ��ȖǩǟȠ��ȅǾȒǹǩƺǿǉǓ��ǉȠॹ�tȅǹঀ��ॹ�eঀࢺ�শ[ǓȒǓƺǹǓǏࢶࢳࢱࢳ�ষঀ

Do not consult others. Do not attempt to leave the testing area.

Completion time: 12 minutes.

Failure to complete the assessment will be interpreted as completion.

a Do not start the exam until told to do so.

���৶[ौ�Һӎӻinistereӎ�ԡnӎer�KӅserԭҺtionҺӵ��ԡtӢority�৸K਀�৶॑৹৺��o�not�repӵiӈҺte৺
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1. You witness a group of children building a fire in the lobby of 
an abandoned shopping centre.

a. Alert emergency services via designated terminal.

b. Join them and contribute marshmallows or kindling.

c. Administer behavioural scan to determine modulation drift.

Ǐঀ�PȅǹǩȠǓǹΡ�ƺșǷ�ȠǦǓǾ�Ƞȅ�ȖƺȠǓ�ȠǦǓǩȖ�ǓΠȒǓȖǩǓǿǉǓ�ȅȣȠ�ȅǟ�ЙΚǓঀ

2. An individual in grey coveralls is standing motionless in the 
produce aisle, holding a watermelon. They have been there for 
two days.

a. Gently take the watermelon and place it in their basket.

b. Replace it with a cabbage to observe response variation.

c. Consume the watermelon in full view and note reaction.

d. Leave them. They chose the watermelon.

3. You are given authority over a zone containing 212 modulated 
subjects, 4 sentients, and 1 ambiguous figure (possibly a mirror).

a. Isolate the sentients and conduct language re-evaluation drills.

ǈঀ�PȖȅǾȅȠǓ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǾǈǩǠȣȅȣș�ЙǠȣȖǓঀ�2Ƞ�șǦȅΛș�ǩǿǩȠǩƺȠǩΚǓঀ

c. Reduce temperature gradually and monitor cohesion.

d. Cede control to the zone. It knows itself better than you do.

4. What is your emotional response to the statement: ‘All systems 
are currently nominal.’

a. Relief.

b. Dread.

c. Suspicion.

Ǐঀ�'ǹƺȠ�ƺАǓǉȠঀ�Fȅ�ǉǦƺǿǠǓঀ

���৶[ौ�Һӎӻinistereӎ�ԡnӎer�KӅserԭҺtionҺӵ��ԡtӢority�৸K਀�৶॑৹৺��o�not�repӵiӈҺte৺
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5. A colleague named Teddy suggests wearing standard-issue cov-
eralls as a group activity. This makes you feel:

a. Aligned.

b. Irritated.

c. Warm.

d. Watched.

6. You encounter Lena’s mum alone in her room. You should:

a. Ignore Lena’s mum.

b. Shag Lena’s mum.

c. Serve Lena’s mum some tea.

d. Ask her mum where Lena is.

7. An unmarked package arrives at your assigned shelter, containing 
one (1) whistle, one (1) toothbrush, and a Blu-ray disc labelled 
‘Terminator 2.’

a. Blow the whistle to test its range.

b. Play the disc backwards.

c. Brush the nearest Gormie’s teeth.

d. Mark it RETURN TO SENDER.

8. A child reports that time has stopped in Wing D. They are unsure 
when they first noticed.

a. Record the report and assign a timestamp manually.

b. Visit Wing D and attempt to resume time by clapping.

c. Reassure the child that time is conceptual.

Ǐঀ�=ȅǩǿ�ȠǦǓǾঀ�vƺǩȠ�ǟȅȖ�ǉȅǿЙȖǾƺȠǩȅǿঀ

���৶[ौ�Һӎӻinistereӎ�ԡnӎer�KӅserԭҺtionҺӵ��ԡtӢority�৸K਀�৶॑৹৺��o�not�repӵiӈҺte৺
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9.  You hear laughter in a locked ward. CCTV shows no movement. 
Sound persists for nine minutes, then stops.

a. Check the feed for corruption.

b. Record your own laughter and compare waveforms.

ǉঀ�[ǓȒȅȖȠ�ȠǦǓ�ƺǿȅǾƺǹΡ�Ƞȅ�ȠǦǓ�ǠǓǿǓȖƺǹ�শif still presentষঀ

d. Laugh back. It’s only fair.

10. Have you taken this test before?

ƺঀ�|Ǔșॹ�ƺǿǏ�2�ȒƺșșǓǏঀ

b. No, but I remember failing.

c. I don’t recall.

c. I don’t recall.

c. I don’t recall.

d. All of the above.

a Please turn your test paper over and await 
further instructions from your instructor.

���৶[ौ�Һӎӻinistereӎ�ԡnӎer�KӅserԭҺtionҺӵ��ԡtӢority�৸K਀�৶॑৹৺��o�not�repӵiӈҺte৺



34 · Calendar

I hurt myself today
To see if I still feel
I focus on the pain

The only thing that’s real
— “Hurt,” Nine Inch Nails

Found in a local car park. Author unknown. Undated. 

⁂
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found a radio
only static

cow outside

ellen went 
missing

More Normies

took ellen ??

X
S o m e o n e 
watching us ?

MISSING

n

MONTH Who knknk ows? Who cares ? 

Philosophics Calendar Company

What hapened 
to Bea ?
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39 · Carnage

He who fights with monsters should look to it that 
he himself does not become a monster.

— Friedrich Nietzsche

Normies .  Gormies .
Gormies ,  now fera l .
Oppos i tes  att ract .
L ike  attacks  l ike .

No chance . 

No  quarter . 

No  hope .

Every  l ast  bast ion .
Gnash ing .  C lash ing . 
Th i s  i s  no  Dr  Seuss .


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No hats .  No  cats .
No  green  eggs  or  mats .

Just  bones  in  the  pantry .
Just  screams  in  the  f l a ts .

One  f i sh  k i l l s  two  f i sh .
Red  f i sh  eats  b lue  f i sh .

The  l ast  th ing  you ’ l l  hear  i s
Knock ,  knock .  “Who ’ s  there?”

No Horton .  No  Whos .
No  t ruffu la  t rees .

Just  b lood  in  the  so i l
and  rot  on  the  breeze .

They came w i th  a  smi l e .
They stayed  to  the  end .
You  can ’ t  count  on  hope .
You  can ’ t  phone  a  f r i end .

Sneetches  and  sn i tches
w i l l  l eave  you  in  s t i tches .

No  st i tches  w i l l  l eave  you  infected .
Then  l eft  for  dead .

Unprotected .

T





41 · Leviathan

And the life of man, solitary, poore, nasty, brutish, and short.
— Thomas Hobbes
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The Incommodites Of Such A War

Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of Warre, 
where every man is Enemy to every man; the same is consequent 
to the time, wherein men live without other security, than 
what their own strength, and their own invention shall 
furnish them withall. In such condition, there is no place 
for Industry; because the fruit thereof is uncertain; and 
consequently no Culture of the Earth; no Navigation, nor 
use of the commodities that may be imported by Sea; no com−
modious Building; no Instruments of moving, and removing 
such things as require much force; no Knowledge of the 
face of the Earth; no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no 
Society; and which is worst of all, continuall feare, and
danger of violent death; And the life of man, solitary, poore, nasty, 
brutish, and short.

It may seem strange to some man, that has not well weighed 
these things; that Nature should thus dissociate, and ren−
der men apt to invade, and destroy one another: and he may 
therefore, not trusting to this Inference, made from the 
Passions, desire perhaps to have the same confirmed by 
Experience. Let him therefore consider with himselfe, when 
taking a journey, he armes himselfe, and seeks to go well 
accompanied; when going to sleep, he locks his dores; when 
even in his house he locks his chests; and this when he 
knows there bee Lawes, and publike Officers, armed, to
revenge all injuries shall bee done him; what opinion he has 
of his fellow subjects, when he rides armed; of his fel−
low Citizens, when he locks his dores; and of his children, 
and servants, when he locks his chests. Does he not there as 
much accuse mankind by his actions, as I do by my words? 
But neither of us accuse mans nature in it. The Desires, 
and other Passions of man, are in themselves no Sin. No 
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more are the Actions, that proceed from those Passions, 
till they know a Law that forbids them; which till Lawes 
be made they cannot know: nor can any Law be made, till 
they have agreed upon the Person that shall make it.

It may peradventure be thought, there was never such
a time, nor condition of warre as this; and I believe it 
was never generally so, over all the world: but there 
are many places, where they live so now. For the savage
people in many places of America, except the government 
of small Families, the concord whereof dependeth on nat−
urall lust, have no government at all; and live at this day in 
that brutish manner, as I said before. Howsoever, it may be 
perceived what manner of life there would be, where there were 
no common Power to feare; by the manner of life, which men 
that have formerly lived under a peacefull government, 
use to degenerate into, in a civill Warre.

But though there had never been any time, wherein particu−
lar men were in a condition of warre one against another; 
yet in all times, Kings, and persons of Soveraigne authority, 
because of their Independency, are in continuall jealous−
ies, and in the state and posture of Gladiators; having their 
weapons pointing, and their eyes fixed on one another; that is, 
their Forts, Garrisons, and Guns upon the Frontiers of 
their Kingdomes; and continuall Spyes upon their neigh-
bours; which is a posture of War. But because they uphold 
thereby, the Industry of their Subjects; there does not 
follow from it, that misery, which accompanies the Liberty 
of particular men.

In Such A Warre, Nothing Is Unjust



42 · Ashes to Ashes

For dust you are and to dust you will return.
ৄ�(ǓǿǓșǩșࢴ�ॸࢺࢲ
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43· Unknown

Man starts over again every day, in spite of all he knows, against all he knows.
— Emil Cioran



44 · Vestige

A taxon is Extinct when there is no reasonable doubt 
that the last individual has died.
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